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About the Music - - -

Several years ago, | began working with combining well-known melodies and treating
them with non-traditional harmonies. “Silent Night” by Franz Gruber and “Away in the
Manger” by James Murray are two of the best examples | have enjoyed working with.
These “cradle songs’ combine easily, and because the are so well known, you can follow
both at the sametime. Let the melodiesdominate, using the harmony for color with atempo
that allows the band to flow from one phrase to another. Begin and end the piece as
intended, elegantly simple.

About the Composer - - -

Gary Parks writes and-arfang
multi-percussion, as well asfOrv0iCe
choral works. His works
Company, BriLee Musi

for band, solo, ensemble, and
\Acluding educational and sacred
blished by Alfred Publishing
any, Lindsborg Press, TRN
usic Publishers, and Dutch Music
Publication 210€! Chansons’ for orchestra and
voice AN ristma%pj@gram of the Symphony
of Soutlieast Texas. 3G °

Principal i ?hphony of Southeast Texas since
1978, Gary Parksispercussionin %&6{@ for L mversuty (Beaumont, TX). Heserves
as music director for the First rlstlaﬁ] rch of Beaumont. His career in public
education began in 1970, in cl g from high school and middle school choral
music to elementary music and art. Gary has performed as sol oist and chamber musicianin
the faculty artists' series for Lamar University as well as percussionist for many civic
performances.

Gary holdsaMaster in Music Education from McNeese State University, where he studied
with Dr. Bill Groves. He earned his bachelor of Sciencein Theory and Compositionandin
Percussion in 1970 at Lamar State College, which is now Lamar University. Many people
at Lamar wereinfluential in Gary’smusical career, including hisfather, George Parks, then
music department chair. Gary’sinstructorsthereincluded Dr. CharlesA. “ Pete” Wiley and
Prof. Paul Holmes.

Gary was born in Louisiana, but “got to Texas as quick as he could,” and has lived most
of hislifein Southeast Texas. He now livesin Lumberton, Texas with hiswife, Cathryne.
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