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About the composer - 

Tim Shackelton was born in 1952 and raised on the family 
farm outside the town of Walton, NY.  The support and 
influence of musical parents gave him the opportunity to 
pursue instrumental training on piano and violin. 

Mr. Shackelton graduated from Hartwick College in 1974 
with a BA in music education.  The same year he became 
director of the orchestra program at the Cobleskill- 
Richmondville school district.  He remained in that position 
for 33 years, retiring in 2007.  During his teaching career, Mr. 
Shackelton composed many selections for his High School 
concert orchestra.

He is now actively pursuing a second career in orchestra 
composition.  He has two grown children, Bryan and 
Elizabeth, and resides with his wife Susan in Cobleskill, NY.

About the music – 

An all time favorite movie classic for me is  ‘Red River’
with John Wayne in the starring role .  I love the  sweeping 
Dimitri Tiomkin score and the story related to the famous 
cattle drives on the Red River.  The mystique of the 
cowboys on these trail drives has always intrigued me. 
The ruggedness needed on these often difficult and 
dangerous drives was matched by a tender, reflective, 
prayerful side of these same cowboys.

In ‘Red River Roundup’ I wanted to capture the 
excitement, spirit and busy nature of these roundups as 
well as the times in the evening when these cowboys had 
a chance to quietly reflect, through thought and prayer, on 
the challenges and rewards of a job that was ultimately 
helping to shape our country in the 1800's.
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