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About the composer - 

Tim Shackelton was born in 1952 and raised on the 
family farm outside the town of Walton, NY.  The 
support and influence of musical parents gave him 
the opportunity to pursue instrumental training on 
piano and violin. 

Mr. Shackelton graduated from Hartwick College in 
1974 with a BA in music education.  The same year 
he became director of the orchestra program at the 
Cobleskill- Richmondville school district.  He 
remained in that position for 33 years, retiring in 
2007.  During his teaching career, Mr. Shackelton 
composed many selections for his High School 
concert orchestra.

He is now actively pursuing a second career in 
orchestra composition.  He has two grown children, 
Bryan and Elizabeth, and resides with his wife 
Susan in Cobleskill, NY.

About the music – 

 Tales and exploits of pirates have long been romanticized in song, book and film.  My 
introduction to pirate lore came at an early age when I was given the book Treasure Island by 
Robert Louis Stevenson.  As I read,and re-read this classic novel,I became enthralled by the idea 
of treasure maps, buried gold, and pirate life.  The thrills, danger, intrigue and colorful characters 
in this book made my imagination run wild.  To a youngster this was pure adventure!  
Composing 'Pirates' allowed me to capture that feeling of excitement and adventure: the danger, 
despair, and triumph of good over evil.  Please enjoy 'Pirates'
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