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About the music —

Awash with the sounds of Americana, textures of wide-open spaces and the mechanistic
rhythms of airplane engines and dogfights, The Spirit of Flight harkens back to a time of
aeronautic innovation and patriotism associated with the early days of aviation.

Commissioned by Scott Simmons for the Thorndale High School Band (Thorndale, TX),

The Spirit of Flight celebrates the advent and invention of manned, fixed-wing flight. The piece
hints at military, war-time influences, and features driving tempos that represent dogfights and
the exhilaration and nervousness of flying for the first time.

The piece was premiered by the Thorndale High School band during the fall of 2010, and then
revised and "re-premiered" on January 16th, 2013 by the Region Il All-Region Freshmen Band
in Forney, TX with the composer conducting.

About the composer -

Eric Rath is an active educator, clinician,
adjudicatoi’arranger and composer.

Mr: Rath'has served as a band and orchestra
directoi.as well as a percussion specialist at the
Middle and'High School levels.

Previously, Mr. Rath served as the adjunct
Percussion Instructor at Amarillo College.

As-a composeryMt. Rath has a growing list
of original works and arrangements published
through“TRN Music, C. Alan Publications,
Tapspace Publications, BRS Music and Eric
Rath Music.

His music has been described as "very exciting

for performers and audiences alike.”
His piece Paramount Park, was the winner of the
first Association of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB) Composition Contest.

Mr. Rath’s music has been performed at the Midwest Clinic and the Texas Music Educator’s
Association Convention. He and Ralph Hicks are the co-authors of the percussion ensemble collection,
"Beyond Basic Percussion" and the snare drum and keyboard fundamentals book, "Five Minute
Drill" (Tapspace Publications).

Mr. Rath is a member of the Amarillo Symphony Orchestra and also regularly performs with the
Amarillo Opera.

He is an in-demand freelance percussionist and serves on the worship team at his church.

Additionally, he is also an alumni member of the Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps.

Mr. Rath is a proud graduate of West Texas A&M University, where he received both his
Bachelor of Music Education and his Master of Arts Degree.
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