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SKYSPLITTER!

Commissioned by Anthony J. Maiello for the Texas Music Educators Association 2006 4-A Symphonic Band in San
Antonio, TX, SKYSPLITTER! received itsworld premiere performance at Lila Cockrell Theatre in February, 2006.
It waswritten asan opener for the band and was guest-conducted inits premiere performance by Anthony J. Maiello from
George Mason University. The piecewas conceived during the 4" of July weekend of 2005. It wasinspired by themajestic
explosionsof light and color from thefireworksthat wereilluminating the night-time sky. | immediately began work onthe
pieceand finished it that summer. SKYSPLITTER! isashow-opener filled with great energy and flare.

On apersonal note, | would liketo express my sincere gratitude and appreciation to those who have had atremendous
impact on my career. To Steve Engle, the man who gave memy very first opportunity and taught me everything I know about
music. ToAnthony Maiello who has been agreat mentor and friend —thank you for believing in me and giving me great
opportunities. Toal my friends, family, teachers, and particularly my Aunt Florence, who have given me great guidance, and
whom | deeply respect, admire, and love. And of courseto my parents, Vincent and Laura, and my brother and sister, Paul
and Katie, who have been the greatest inspiration.

Vincent J. Oppido

Rehearsal Suggestions - - -

SKYSPLITTER! isashow-opener filled with great energy andilare.“Mostof the woodwind tremolos and aleotoric
figuresarewritten for effect and should not be performedverbatim. Acontrast 1rSpeed (inthefashion of anad lib) will in
fact add to the effects of flourishing woodwinds. Jiemel canbetound inthe trombonesin measures5-6. Thes articulation
isused to indicate adight separation betweegsctes. . . amost inihe fashion Of bellstonesor chimes. Theharp partisoptiond,
but isstrongly recommended if personiaelpermits. Please feel Treeto let players performdnacomfortable octavein places
they may fedl troubled, aslong as asuifficient amount of theeiher. performersfrom that Section are playing what iswritten.
Note: ALL trillsarewhole step.

About the Composer - - -

Vincent J. Oppido, anative ofEast Meadow, NY on Long Island, currently residesin Fairfax, VA
where heisan upcoming junior at George Mason University. A self-taught composer and arranger, Vincent
began to compose at the age of 14, having hisfirst composition, Andantino in C (brass quintet) recorded
on the John L ennon Songwriters Bus during the spring of 2002 by the winners of that year’s New York
State Brass Quintet competition. In 2004, Sarburst! was premiered by the Nassau Suffolk Wind
Symphony incommemoration of their 10 season. That sameyear, Jubilante Exaltare! was premiered by
the East Meadow High School Concert Band at Walt Disney World®. Since beginning studiesat George
Mason University, Vincent has composed two piecesfor hismentor and friend, Anthony J. Maiello, one of
whichisSKYSPLITTER! InJuneof 2006, Vincent was selected as one of three composersto participatein the National
Band Association Young Composer Mentor Project at 11linois State University. SKYSPLITTER! was performed by the
PrairieWind Ensembl e and guest-conducted by Anthony C. Marindlo. Whilethere, Vincent had the great fortune of working
with renowned composers Mark Camphouse, Julie Giroux, James Curnow, and Robert Sheldon. Vincent hascommissions
dating into the year 2008, including Northwest Fanfare, an overture for the 2007 MENC All-Northwest Honor Band.
Vincentisamember of MENC, NBA (National Band Association), and ASCAP.
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