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About the music —

In North America, Christmas is one of the biggest annual holidays, but in Japan the most important and
elaborate holiday is Oshogatsu—the celebration of the New Year.

Oshogatsu is typically spent with family. More than just a day, the New Year’s holiday typically lasts for a week
beginning on December 28 and running through the January 6. This time of the year is full of rich traditions.

Observed during the days leading up to New Year’s Eve, 0soji (“cleaning”) is part of the Oshogatsu ritual—a
Japanese equivalent of “spring cleaning.” This is observed near the end of the year because the Japanese believe
this is a good time to “purify” one’s environment—allowing for a fresh start for the coming twelve months. Osoji
has its origins in the religious significance of purification. In Japan, a great deal of time is often spent cleaning up
houses, shops and offices.

In this musical setting, the composer has used various themes to bring this very illustrious holiday to life. Itis
very important to adhere to the various tempo and style changes throughout this work. It is the hope of the
composer that your students and audience enjoy this work!

About the composer -

Dennis Eveland is entering his 28th year in music education. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Western Illinois University, and a Master of
Music Education from Vandercook College of Music. He also earned an
Educational Administration Certificate from Texas A&M International
University.

Mr..Eveland has studied horn with Roger Collins, Ethel Merker, Arden
Keen, and John Thompson+He has-also studied with Dale F. Hopper,
Dennis L. Johnson, Christopher 1zzo, Roger Rocco, Dr. Victor Zajec, Bart
Ghent, Michael Katterjohn, and Kelly Love to name a few.

Mr. Eveland began his teaching career in Toulon, Illlinois and has spent the
past 25 years teachingiin'the United Independent School District in Laredo,
Texas. He has experience teaching at both the middle and high school
levels. He is.etrrently an Associate Director of Bands at Los Obispos
Middle School.

Mr. Eveland is a very active marching band arranger, as well as a
composer. He has either written or arranged over 50 selections for competitive marching bands. His works for
marching band are available either directly from him or impactmarching.com. His arrangements have earned
several bands advance to Area Level of the Texas State Marching Band Competition. His concert works are
available from TRN Music Publishers, C.L. Barnhouse Publications, and Grand Mesa Music Publications. His
marching band works are available from Impact Marching and Dynamic Marching. His website is
www.denniseveland.com and he is available for commissions for both marching and concert band.

Dennis and his lovely wife, Felisa, are the proud parents of Willie and Tammy.

He is available to write commissions for concert band works, marching band works, and orchestra works.

He is a member of Texas Bandmasters Association, Texas Music Educators Assocation, and American Society of
Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP).

His hobbies include: tennis, golf, working out at the gym, biking, cooking, drum corps, traveling, and listening to
music. He enjoys spending time with his family.


http://www.denniseveland.com
http://www.denniseveland.com
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