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About the Composer - - -

Alto saxophonist L ennie Niehauswas born into amusical family in
St. Louis, Missouri, but moved to LosAngeleswhen hewas 7 yearsold.
Hegrew uplisteningto hisfather playingtheviolinand hissister playing
piano. At an early age he started playing the violin and later became
interestedinplayingtheoboe, thebassoonandfinally thealtosax. Playing
with various jazz bands as a teenager, he wrote arrangements and
compositions for them. He graduated cum laude from Cal State Los
Angeles where he mgjored in theory and composition.

INn1951, heauditioned for Stan K enton and was asked tojoin the band.
After playing with Stan for three months, at which time hereceived his
draft noticetogointotheArmy. Therehewasableto get intotheconcert
band, where he played theoboe. He made use of hisoff timeby forming
: various jazz groups, such as.guartets, quintets and an octet. While he
wasin theArmy, he met Clint Eastwood, who was ajazz fan. Ypon his discharge he was rehired by
Stan Kentonto replace saxophonist LeeK onitz, oneof L enni€ seatly influences, theother being Charlie
Parker. During histenurewith Stan, hewrote many-arrangemeintsand compositionsnumbering between
150 and 200, many of which were recorded.

In 1955, at the New York jazz club “Birdland,” L ennie'was presented the Alto Sax New Star Jazz
Critic’s Award. After five years withsStan(1954-59), Lenni€ detided to return to Los Angeles and
concentrate on hiswriting. Whileflaying with Keriton, e had signed an exclusive recording contract
with L esK oenig of Contemporary Records. Hedidwany albumswith vafrousinstrumentationsonwhich

composing and arranging all the matertal. “In addition, with the gsoups he recorded in different venues.

Lenniestarted writing for TV, and oréehestrating for JerpycHielding, who waswriting for film. Healso
becameinterestedinwriting for publishersand al sof qund aneed for material to teach young saxophone
playershow to play with ajazz conception. Thisideabecameaseriesof seven booksranging from easy
to more advanced that are still selling today:

Hisrelationship with Jerry Fielding, who waswriting several moviesfor Clint Eastwood, renewed his
friendship with Clint. With Fielding’suntimely death, Clint called L ennie and asked him to composea
moviethat had just finished entitled “ Tightrope.” This collaboration evolved into many other movies,
suchas“Bird” (for which hewasnominated for Best Scoreby the British Film Institute), “ Unforgiven,”
“The Bridges of Madison County,” “ Space Cowboys,” and many others. Independent of Eastwood,
hewroteajazz scorecaled “Lush Life,” for which hereceived and Emmy for best composition, wrote
the music for the animated movie “Pochahontas I1,” and composed music for many other movies for
television and cable.

L ennie was commissioned to write ajazz suite for aconcert which was atribute to Clint Eastwood.
It was performed by the Carnegie Hall Jazz Orchestraand conducted by him. 1n 2003, he had the honor
of conductingthe Boston Symphony Orchestra, performingthemusicof “MysticRiver.” Thefollowing
year hewas asked by the BBC to play in, and conduct, their jazz orchestrain London. After returning
home from England, he recorded with his octet “Live at the Lighthouse at Hermosa Beach.”
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Eb Alto Sx.
B’ Ten. Sx.
Bssn.

Hn. (F)

B® Tpts.
Trbs.
Bells

Perc.

Pno.

Vlns.

Vla.

Cello

Bass
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