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ABOUT THE MUSIC:

It has been an exciting adventure to compose this work for a truly exceptional high school
music program. The L’Anse Creuse Lancer Band of Harrison Township, Michigan is an award-
winning program that celebrates not only the best in marching, but also has achieved national
prominence in concert performance. Russell Hilton is the outstanding director of a program that
involves a multitude of ensembles, but also something close to my heart, an active New Music
Ensemble dedicated to performing the works of student composers, many of whom have been
recognized for their efforts by the state music organization. Bravo!

MAELSTROM:
“A powerful, often violent, turbulent whirlpool sucking in-6bjects within a given radius.”

One never knows where creative impulses willtake you."I had a very difficult time finding
inspiration for this piece, initially. | studied the geographicdi.area for ideas. | especially noted the
town’s proximity to Lake St. Clair, searching for anauticatreference that might spur my imagination.

False start after false start frustrateg”me. And then, one day, looking at an asymmetrical
rhythm passage | had scribbled, sometiirig hiappened. | reaiized that | had inadvertently written a
pattern whose allusion literallysjumped off the page”atsme!” The “seriousness” of that mental
picture gripped me and wouldinot let\go. It wasya’picture not unlike@hat which mesmerized me in
the spring of 1971, and inspired a composition;unlike any other T had ever written.

This composition is a musical @legory. It isa'mystery. It is a musical statement dealing
with honor, valor, courage, sacrifice, life and¢leath. And, more than all else, it is a tribute.

THE MAELSTROM is not about water.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER:

Composer David R. Holsinger (b. 1945, Hardin, Missouri) serves Lee
University in Cleveland, Tennessee, as Director of the Wind Ensemble. An
elected member of the American Bandmasters Association, Holsinger is the
recipient of numerous awards for his compositions. Further information about
the composer and his life can be found at www.davidrholsinger.com, along
with current errata and FAQ’s concerning his works.
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