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About the music —

In the Summer of 2012, Dr. Kenneth Wilbanks commissioned Mr. Kelly Bennette
to compose a march for an event honoring Mr. Blanton McDonald's years of service
as director of the Nederland High School band from Nederland, TX. This piece was
premiered in May of 2013 by the Nederland band, with Mr. McDonald guest conducting.
Greg Rose was the band director for Nederland. Mac's Triumphal March is written in
the tradition of the American circus march. It should prove to be a rewarding challenge
for a well developed band.

About the composer -

Mr. Kelly Bennette was born in Port
Arthur, TX. in July of 1962. He grew up
in Groves and is a graduate of Thomas
Jetferson High School in Port Arthur.
After high school he enrolled in Lamar

University, Beaumont, TX. as a music
major.

Mr. Bennette played in the Beaumont
Symphony Orchestra for nine years and

was tubist for the Lamar Faculty Brass

Quintet for six years. He was the

director of the Lamar Jazz Band B for

three years.

He has taught band, choir, and elementary music in East Texas for many years. He
currently serves as principal tubist for the East Texas Symphonic Band, Longview, TX, as well as
keyboardist for the Frontier Cowboy Church Band in Ewell, TX. Mr. Bennette has composed
several dozen concert band pieces, a setting of the Mass(Episcopal Rite 1) for choir and organ,

several pieces for tuba, and nearly eighty marches.



Mac's Triumphal March

Dedicated to Blanton McDonald and his many years of service to Texas bands
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