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About the Music - - -

“Legend of the Dragonfly” was composed and dedicated to the L.J. Christen Middle
School Band in Laredo, Texas. They premiered this work at their 2009 spring concert.

As a seasonal symbol in Japan, the dragonfly is associated with early and late summer
and early autumn. More generally, in Japan dragonflies are symbols of courage,
strength, and happiness, and they often appear in art and literature, especially haiku.

The opening section symbolizes the dragonfly being full of courage and strength.
The second section which is played allegro portrays the happiness associated with the
dragonfly. In our third movement, we again are reminded of the dragonflies’ strength.
The piece concludes with a final reminder of happiness.

About the Composer - - -

Dennis Eveland has been teaching instrumental music education for
26 years. He earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Western Illinois
University, and a Master of Music Education from the Vandercook
College of Music. He is completing his Principal certificate at Texas
A & M International University.

Mr. Eveland has studied with Roger Collins, Ethel Merker, Dale
F. Hopper, Dennis L. Johnson, Christopher 1zzo, Roger Rocco, Dr.
Victor Zajec, Bart Ghent and Kelly Love to name a few. Originally
from Canton, Illinois, Dennis was a student of both John Thompson and Arden Keen.

Mr. Eveland began his teaching career in Toulon, Illinois and has spent the past 23
years teaching in the United Independent School District in Laredo, Texas. He has
experience teaching at both the middle school and high school levels.

Mr. Eveland is a very active marching band arranger, as well as a composer. He has
either written or arranged over 35 selections for competitive marching bands. His ar-
rangements have earned over eleven Texas University Scholastic League First Division
Awards, with many of his arrangements helping bands advance to the Area Level of
the Texas State Marching Band Competitions.

Dennis and his wife Felisa are the proud parents of two children, Willie 17 and Tammy 13
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