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About the music —

Ernesto Lecuona y Casado (August 6, 1895 - November 29, 1963) is arguably one of Cuba’s greatest
composers. As such, he was both versatile and prolific, composing over 400 songs, 170 piano pieces, 37
orchestral works, 11 film scores and numerous other works including zarzuelas, ballets and operas.
Born in Guanabocoa, a village near Havana, Lecouna’s sister, Ernestina, introduced him to the piano at a
very early age. Lecouna was considered by many to be a child prodigy, giving public recitals at age 5,
playing piano in the capital’s first silent cinemas at age 7 and composing his first song at age 11.

Lecouna first used his melody La Comparsa in his first ballet of the same name, composed in 1912. He
later reused this melody and included it in his piano suite Danzas Afro-Cubanas. La Comparsa is a
carnival procession in the Cuban style, beginning quite softly as if the procession were approaching
from a distance. The piece culminates as the procession passes directly in front of the listener and then
fades as it moves on its way.

Other notable compositions by Lecouna include pieces such as Canto Siboney, Para Vigo Me Voy,
Siempre en mi Corazon, Canto Karabali and Maria La O. Tt issmost likely his Andalucia Suite, which
includes one of the composer’s most recognizable melodies; Malagueria, that helped him achieve
international popularity. A great deal of Lecouna’s music was first introduced to American audiences by
fellow Cuban, Desi Arnaz.

About the arranger -

Ben M. Walker, a, Texas native, is formerly the director of
the Crockett Junior HighSchool Band in Odessa, Texas.
Under his directionthe band was®wice named Texas Honor
Band and - wasselected as the recipient of the prestigious
Sudlep Cup by the, John Philip Sousa Foundation. Mr.
Walker was twieé'named Texas Honor Conductor and was
awarded, theé-Texas Young Bandmaster of the Year by the
Alpha‘chapter of Phi Beta Mu.

Mr. Walker is currently the assistant director of the
Greenwich High School Band in Greenwich, Connecticut,
and has been a frequent guest conductor, adjudicator and
clinician in the Tri-State area. Prior to his appointment at
Greenwich High School, Mr. Walker directed the Danbury
High School Band in Danbury, Connecticut. While there
his concert bands, jazz band and marching band received
numerous awards at regional and area festivals, and his
marching band appeared in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day

Parade. Mr. Walker is also the former director of the
Western Connecticut State University Band.

As a trombonist, Mr. Walker has performed in the Midland-Odessa Symphony, the Brazosport
Symphony Orchestra, the Ridgefield Symphony, the Danbury Brass Band and the Berkshire Big Band.
Mr. Walker is a graduate of Angelo State University and Texas Tech University.
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