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About the Music - - -

This hymn is well-known throughout America, though its composer and origin are unknown.
It gained notoriety in the 1930’s as African-American churches met for large singing conventions.
It is also a staple of the famous jazz funerals of New Orleans.

Arranged to honor the band teaching career of Barbara Lovett, the setting was designed to
capture her peaceful and warm spirit. The rocking eighth note figures that begin in measure 2
portray the constant pulse of the life of Barbara Lovett: faithful and steady for her students,
family and friends.

Though this setting purposely avoids the jazz style frequently associated with the tune, there
is arespectful nod to the jazz idiom at the end of the trumpet solo in mm. 76-79. The opening
line of the text “I am weak but Thou art strong” has a relationship to the biblical scripture in 11
Corinthians 13:3-4.

The tempo should not be too slow: avoid playing slower than the marking. Slight rubato is
appropriate, especially in the area at 66, where soloists call to one another. Conductors
should feel free to add dynamic contours to add expressiveness to this hymn.

About the Composer - - -

Fred J. Allen is Director of Bands at Stephen F. Austin State University
in Nacogdoches, Texas. In addition to conducting the Wind Ensemble at
SFASU, he also teaches conducting and music education classes. His areas
of specialization include literature for bands and intonation of the wind
instruments. Prior to his current position, Allen taught at Abilene Christian
University.

His compositions and arrangements draw upon his experience teaching
in the public schools in Texas. A hallmark of Allen’s works 1s the freedom
they allow the conductor/teacher to shape phrases in an expressive manner. He attempts to
present opportunities for expressive playing within the range and rhythm constriction
necessary for young instrumentalists. Allen is a member of the College Band Directors
Association, Texas Music Educators Association, and Phi Beta Mu honorary bandmasters
fraternity.




Just a Closer Walk with Thee

arr. Fred J. Allen

=88

Cantabile J

DOy

DOy

IS
brex

DOy

nf

mf’

mf’

~— T

mf

o

L

mf 3

mf’

3

—
I A

N

4/f

B

1B\ s

s

be

—_— S

T

) Com ¢ -y
b

7

)

{2y

C
L2

G
o
H

C
L2

G
o

1l

C

kol

C—
C oz

b

y i
{ey

) o

7

C

b

) Com o ¢ w—cy

7

)

€

b

\
) Com 3
1 a—

)
7

T as

b

) Do
C

7

)

L2

)}
b
T

7

)

P
Z
o

»
z
z
o

e
C
e
C

Snare Drum

Cymbals

Bass Drum

Flutes

Oboe
Bassoon

Bb Clarinets

Eb Alto Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet

B> Contrabass

Clarinet

Eb Alto

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

B: Trumpets

Horns in F

Tr

b

Bass Tr

Tuba

Timpani
Bells

|

1
2

Percussion

Copyright © MMIX TRN Music Publisher, Inc.
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Printed in U.S.A.

TRN Grade 3
2009-FA6



A tempo, cantabile espressivo
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