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About the music —

Hill Country Mosaic was premiered on May 15th, 2012 by the Barton Middle School Wind
Ensemble (Kyle, TX) for whom it was commissioned. The piece reflects the wide diversity in
both the natural landscape of the Texas Hill Country area (which covers a large portion of
central Texas, including the state’s capitol, Austin, which Kyle is located immediately south of)
and also the diversity of the people’s heritages, religions, beliefs, customs, culture and even
politics!

Great care should be taken to hold to the marked tempi as much as possible. All
percussion parts must be covered, with the marimba and vibraphone being the most important.
Performers should be aware of the need to stagger breaths during long sustained passages.
While a wide volume range and tempo range are required, the conductor and performers alike
should feel free to take liberties with nuancing the tempos of the opening section and the
written dynamics throughout. | truly hope you enjoy rehearsing and performing Hill Country
Mosaic!

About the composer -

Eric Rath is an active educator, clinician, adjudicator,
arranger and composer.

Mr. Rath hasseived-asa band and orchestra director as
well as'a pereussion specialist at the Middle and High
School levels.

Previcusly, Mr. Rath sérved as the adjunct Percussion
Instructor at’Amarillo College.

As a‘composer, Mr: Rath has a growing list of original
works and arrangenients published through TRN Music,
C. Alan Publications, Tapspace Publications, BRS Music
and Eric Rath Music.

His music has been described as "very exciting for

performers and audiences alike.”

His piece Paramount Park, was the winner of the first Association of Texas Small School Bands
(ATSSB) Composition Contest.

Mr. Rath’s music has been performed at the Midwest Clinic and the Texas Music Educator’s
Association Convention. He and Ralph Hicks are the co-authors of the percussion ensemble collection,
"Beyond Basic Percussion" and the snare drum and keyboard fundamentals book, "Five Minute
Drill" (Tapspace Publications).

Mr. Rath is a member of the Amarillo Symphony Orchestra and also regularly performs with the
Amarillo Opera.

He is an in-demand freelance percussionist and serves on the worship team at his church.

Additionally, he is also an alumni member of the Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps.

Mr. Rath is a proud graduate of West Texas A&M University, where he received both his
Bachelor of Music Education and his Master of Arts Degree.
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