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About the composer - 

Dr. BJ Brooks was born in Portales, New Mexico in 1975. Guided in his early piano compositions by his 
piano teacher Cheryl Pachak-Brooks, he was later instructed in large ensemble techniques by band director and 
arranger Pat Henry. He spent 5 years in DCI as a member of the Troopers Drum & Bugle corps as well as an age-out 
member and tour director of the Blue knights Drum & Bugle corps of Denver, CO.

BJ holds a bachelor's degree from Eastern New Mexico University, a master's degree from West Texas A&M 
University, and doctorate from Texas Tech University. He was instructed in composition by Dr. Jon Jonsson, Dr. 
Stephen Duncan, Dr. Norman Nelson and Dr. Peter Fischer.

BJ has composed numerous works for ensembles, solo performers and the electro-acoustic medium. His 
works are played by a wide range of performers, from universities to beginning ensembles around the world. In 2011 
his “Cadence-Fantasy on Rhythms of Nick Angelis”  was selected to be performed by the Croatian Army Symphonic 
Wind Orchestra at the International Society for Contemporary Music in Zagreb, Croatia. His music has been honored 
with numerous awards, has been included as educational material at the University of North Texas Conductor’s 
Collegium, is included in the acclaimed book series Teaching Music Through Performance in Band, is found on 
several repertoire lists including Texas’ PML, and has been featured at numerous conventions such as TMEA, TBA, 
United States Army Band Tuba-Euphonium Conference, and the Midwest Clinic. BJ is an active clinician and 
adjudicator with concert ensembles and marching bands across the Southwest.

Dr. Brooks is Assistant Professor of Music Theory and Composition at West Texas A&M University in 
Canyon, Texas. There he resides with his wife, Melanie, two children, Meghan and Tobin and a dog, Grainger.

About the music – 

El Simbolo Zia, like so much of New Mexico, is a mixture of diverse elements. The Zia symbol is the perfect focus 
for a work dedicated to one hundred years of statehood for New Mexico. The icon, a red circle with four lines on the 
top, bottom, left and right and its symbolism, four directions, four seasons, four parts of the day and the four ages of 
life unify the piece in a significant and meaningful way. El Simbolo Zia is in four distinct sections, each representing a 
part of the Zia symbol. Each of these sections use a ternary (ABA) form to further suggest the cyclical nature of the 
Zia. In addition, a sort of theme and variations is in play in the chord structure at the end of each section further 
unifying the piece as a whole and symbolizing that each of us is unified by the elements suggested by the Zia as in the 
latin phrase “idem sed non eodem modo” (always the same but not in the same way).

Old, new; exotic, familiar; plains, mountains; hot, cold; lush, desert; rainy, dry; low, high; pines, grass; multiple 
languages; mixed cultures; four parts of the day; four directions; four seasons; four ages; ONE - NEW MEXICO.
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