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About the Music - - -

Written in memory of percussionist Ryan Camden, Drums on the Village Green is
based on the John Wyeth hymn tune “Nettleton” more popularly known as “Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” The opening measures present the tune in chorale
style, while a middle section in the style of a Scottish dance features field drums with
the hymn tune overlaid in the brass. The piece quietly ends with echoes of a field drum
in the distance.

About the Composer - - -

Philip Parker is an Associate Professor of Music at Arkansas Tech University where
he teaches percussion, music theory and orchestration. He holds degrees from Indiana
University and Wichita State University where he studied composition with Walter
Mays. Mr. Parker has been timpanist with the Ft. Smith Symphony since 1984.

As a composer, Mr. Parker has been commissioned by universities and professional
ensembles across the country and has numerous publications for a variety of media to
his credit. Major performance venues include conventions of the National Flute
Association, International Trumpet Guild, Percussive Arts Society International
Convention, International Clarinet Society, College Band Directors National Association
and Music Educators National Conference. He is a past recipient of an Arkansas Arts
Council Fellowship for outstanding achievement in composition and has received
Arkansas Tech University’s prestigious “Excellence in Scholarly Activity”” award. Two
of his compositions, Games and Beneath the Canopy, have been winners in the National
Flute Association’s international competition for new music.

Mr. Parker resides in Russellville with his wife Kim (principal flute in the Ft. Smith
Symphony from 1988-98) and three children, Lindsey, Christopher and Darin.
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