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About the composer - 

Eric was born August 7, 1977 in Kearny, Nebraska.  
Music always played a large role in his family and at 
age 11, he began playing trumpet. He holds a 
Bachelors of Arts in Music Education with honors from 
Northwest Nazarene University.  In 2006, Mr. Adamson 
completed his Masters of Science in conducting 
through the American Band College.  With NNU’s 
Hallelujah Brass, he performed all over the Northwest, 
and in France, Spain, Australia and Papua New 
Guinea.  In 2003, he was invited to be the assistant 
conductor for the Hallelujah Brass’ Portugal tour.  Eric 
continues to perform with the Treasure Valley Concert 
Band, under the direction of Marcellus Brown, and 
nationally with the Swing Band “HighStreet.”

Mr. Adamson is currently the band director at Vallivue Middle School in Caldwell, Idaho, a position he has held 
since August 2000.  Mr. Adamson’s concert bands and jazz bands earn consistent superior ratings at music 
festivals.  In addition to his teaching duties at the middle school, he also assists the award winning Vallivue 
High School Marching Corp.  

Eric has written and arranged for a variety of mediums from swing/pop horn sections to orchestral settings, but 
his greatest love is the concert band.  Eric was one of six nominated composers by the Idaho State 
Department of Education to contribute a piece for a commissioning project of original works from Idaho 
composers for Idaho students.  Eric also received a Governor’s Commendation for an arrangement of the 
bugle call “Taps” written when the Vietnam Moving Wall came to Idaho.  Eric resides in Nampa, Idaho with his 
wife, Brooke, daughter Ava, and sons Asher and Zeke.

About the music – 

Please use the flowing melody in this arrangement to reinforce the lyrical style.  The piece is written in three, 
but as the rehearsals progress, my hope is this could serve as an introduction to the concept of conducting in 
“one” to your students.

All sections have the opportunity to play the melody, or something very close.  I encourage you to start 
rehearsing this piece with everyone playing the melody rhythm for eight measures:

Starting at measure 17:
Flutes, Oboes, Clarinets, Altos, Horns, Trumpets

Starting at measure 46:
Bass Clarinet, Bassoon, Trombones, Euphonium, Tuba

Starting at measure 86:
All Percussion could read a Glockenspiel part on any keyboard percussion.

In general, all measures should have a slight accent on one.  Written accents should be interpreted as giving 
“weight” to a note.  Starting in measure 82 when clarinet parts have accents, make sure their part is brought 
out behind the canon section that starts at measure 86.  After the climax in measure 103, have the band start 
softly in measure 107 and crescendo smoothly as instruments are added during the next phrase and as the 
volume returns to forte in measure 115.  Feel free to adjust the tempo as little or as much as needed to make 
the ending soft and graceful.
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