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ABOUT THE MUSIC:

Portions of the city of Sugar Land, TX, occupy what was known as the Sartartia Plantation in the 19t
century, devoted first to cotton production, then sugar cane and later a dairy farm. There were both
good and bad aspects to plantation life: an economic formula for success, but often at the expense of
slavery, and even convict labor.

The Sartartia Plantation was dependent upon the Brazos River for trade and even transportation during
that time, and the mighty Brazos still has a place of importance today.

This piece recognizes that events of the past influence the present, both for good and bad. Ghosts or
apparitions of past and their deeds cannot be forgotten, even as society has moved forward to correct
the injustices of slavery.

Within this composition are both minor and major themes, representing both the difficult lives of slaves
and the positive changes that have resulted since that time.

Instructions for performing “Brazos Apparitions”

X Play the figure(s) inside the box. Repeat until the line stops.
Play freely, using the rhythm noted as a guide: players do not have to adhere exactly to the
rhythmic value, just somewhat close to it. If the rhythm is a faster rhythm play faster, but it does not
have to be exact.

If indicated as a solo, only one person plays. When multiple players play, do not synchronize.
Do not start together or play together on the figure(s).

Y Play down the chromatic scale rapidly. Diminuendo to no sowend at all (“n.”) before fingers run
out of notes. Scale may end anywhere, and it does'not'end-on afiy specific count.
Do not synchronize with other players on the saine part.

Z If the figure is a repeated note, begintonguing as'rapidly as possible, slowing
down and getting softer at the same time. 1f'it is a sweeping figure, begin quickly, then slow down and
diminuendo to “niente.” In eithes@ase, do\not synchronize with"othef\players.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER:

FRED J. ALLEN is Director of Bands at Stephen F.
Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas. He is
a frequent adjudicator and conductor for bands across
the U.S and abroad. Allen has published several
pieces for band, orchestra and flute choir that draw
upon his experience from teaching in various public
schools in Texas. He is a member of the

American Bandmasters Association, Phi Beta Mu
International and ASCAP.
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