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About the music —

Blackburn Brigade is an original march written in the British style. It moves at a
typical stately pace of 112 beats per minute and is varied in its harmonic content
and articulation styles. Both brass and woodwind choirs are featured in a call and
response statement, and the inner voices of the ensemble have a full statement of
the second strain. The flute and piccolo countermelody on the repeat of the second
strain further signifies the distinct British quality of this march.

Accurate performance of all articulations is essential for a characteristic realization
of the British march style. Even the accented notes at louder dynamics should have
a lighter, more reserved feel than in other styles of music. The melody of the second
strain should be very lyrical while it is offset by the lightly punctuated
accompaniment. An overall light feel to this composition will go a long way in
achieving the characteristic style of British march' music:

About the composer -

Origindlly from ElmiragINeéw York, Michael Vertoske
attenided Ithaca College where he received Bachelor of
Music Education and Master of Music degrees. His
compesttions have been performed at several prestigious
venues, such as the Midwest International Band and
Orchestra Clinic and the New York State Band Directors
Association Symposium. His works for concert band
appear on several state lists, and in the GIA publication,

Teaching Music through Performance in Band. Michael

Vertoske currently lives, teaches and composes in Western
New York.
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